OUR JUNIOR PROGRAM CONTINUES TO GROW

Our junior program continues to grow from strength to strength. In the 2002/03 season we put 10 junior teams onto the ground – even though we unfortunately didn’t have access to our Ormond Park home ground to play them on.

Being unable to play on our home ground was probably the low point of the whole season.

I have no doubt that lack of access to the synthetic pitch cost us in terms of lack of match practice. Our three Under 14 teams missed out on playing finals, and I’m sure that the mismanagement of the Moonee Valley Council in not providing us with a safe playing surface was a key factor. Thankfully our Under 10s and our Girls were able to play on the turf outfield on the western half of the ground.

Despite the ground problems, we still had a most satisfying season, with 10 junior teams representing Moonee Valley. Our Under 16s made the C Grade Semi Final, and our two Under 12 teams also played finals.

Our Under 14 White team, under Steve Rawlinson and Roger Harding, played in A Grade – our highest-ranked team in the seven years we’ve had juniors at Moonee Valley.

Coaches/team managers Phill King and Phil Conrick worked hard to get two Under 14 Girls’ teams together. It was a great achievement, given that there were only five other teams from the rest of the clubs in the North West Cricket Association. Five of our players – Melissa and Tanya Intagliata, Miriam Conrick, Clementine Benincasa and Lisa Spagna – played for the NWCA in representative matches.

Under 10s

Our two Under 10 teams were also a great success. The Under 10 Whites, under Bill Poole, have lost just two games in two seasons. The Blacks, coached by young senior players James Clarke and Murray Walker, were the younger team and also acquitted themselves well, winning the majority of their games – plus two ties! In one match, they knocked up a massive 207 off their 24 overs.

Most of our Under 14 Black boys, who played under Garry Sturrock, graduate to Under 16s next season. Charlie Intagliata took over our third Under 14 side at short notice, and did a fine job with the youngsters, despite a chronic shortage of numbers.

Mick Intagliata’s Under 12 B side had some fine victories, while our other Under 12s, coached initially by Shane Golds and then by Steven Ball, gave the finals a real shake before just falling short in their second final.

Junior committee

Our coaches were all members of the Junior Committee, along with treasurer Alan Thomas, juniors founder Chris Ayers, Danny Terzini and president Darren Nagle. Our juniors also had a successful season off the field, and details of our surplus/profit are shown here in the Moonee Valley Cricket Club annual report.

The Under 16s continue to be a major development squad for the seniors, and for next season eight graduate into senior ranks. I expect at least half of them to play on as seniors.

The Club’s commitment to keeping places in the senior teams to give our Under 16s much-needed experience continues to play dividends, and juniors played a key role in several of the Fourths victories. A great example was the win over Port Phillip Combine, which saw Matt Thomas make 97, Tom King pick up 5/49 and Matt take three wickets. We have also endorsed a NWCA proposal for a 6-8 week Under 19 turf competition next season, to give boys experience playing on grass. We plan to have a team playing at Ormond Park.

In contrast to stories you hear out of some other clubs, it’s wonderful to see the way Moonee Valley’s senior players encourage our juniors and congratulate them on their successes. As an extension of this the Club is looking to a mentoring system for the Under 16s next season, where each U/16 player will have a senior “buddy” at training.

Parents

Parents also play an important part in the development of our juniors, and it’s pleasing to see the Dads – and Mums – who take on regular roles with the teams, as umpires, scorers and general supporters.

As a member of the NWCA Junior Committee, I am often disturbed by discussion on the appalling behaviour of some parents and coaches at junior games. I am proud that none of these reports involve Moonee Valley parents, and am confident that our sporting spirit embraces all levels of our Club.

Our parental support is also becoming more evident in the senior sections of the Club, as our junior players “graduate”. It’s great to see the growing occasions when parents attend senior games to cheer on their sons and their team-mates. It’s always a boost to have supporters on the sidelines.

Parents in the 2002/03 season also became more important in another sphere. Six fathers made their Moonee Valley debut as players, and several others put up their hands on the “if required” list. This parental playing involvement culminated in Allan Cumming, father of Under 14 player Morgan, winning the Fourths fielding award.

Grants

We saw the benefit this year of several government and agency grants which our junior committee was successful in obtaining.

We received a $796 Sunsmart grant which we used to buy four portable shade shelters available to be taken to our grounds. We received $1896 in VicHealth safety grants to replenish the safety equipment for our teams, and $560 from the Victorian Cricket Association, which we used as our share of laying a synthetic surface on the Moonee Ponds Central School wicket.

We got nowhere with our application to the Moonee Valley Council to have another junior pitch laid at the southern end of Ormond Park. However, in February, it was reactivated as part of a more general review of ongoing park redevelopment, and we may yet get the opportunity to have an extra junior team play on our home ground each week.

Losing our Ormond Park synthetic pitch for the whole season due to the poor state of the playing surface was a considerable frustration to both the junior and senior sections of our Club. Repeated calls to the Council and occasional meetings did not achieve a satisfactory response. The Council has now assured us that it has a monitoring and maintenance regime in place to prevent the future degradation of the playing surface, and we will police that with great vigilance.

The success of the junior section in the 2002/03 season was again a team effort, and it’s appropriate that I thank my colleagues on the junior committee for their support, ideas and hard work. I also thank the parents and supporters who are there week in, week out to encourage our young players and back up the coaches and team managers with the many tasks that are needed to put a cricket team on the ground.

Charlie Walker.

Junior Co-ordinator.

